Autumn Meeting of the Political Parties and Parliamentary Archives Group UK (PPPAG)

National Library of Scotland

25 Oct 2007

Present:

Sue Donnelly [SD]  (London School of Economics: LSE) 

Stephen Ellison [SE]  (Parliamentary Archives: PA) 

Jo Robson [JR] (Labour History Archive and Study Centre: LHASC) 

Stephen Scarth [SS]  (Public Record Office of Northern Ireland: PRONI) 

Maria Castrillo [MC] (National Library of Scotland: NLS)  [Chair]

1. Apologies:

J Graham Jones [GJ]  (Welsh Political Archive: WPA) 

Jeremy Mcllwaine [JM] (Conservative Party Archives: CPA) 

Nigel Cochrane [NC]  (University of Essex: UE) 

2. Minutes of the Last Meeting

NC: Institution report for the University of Essex correction under the section ‘Cataloguing’ the collection of the Tawney Society had been completed not the Taw Society.

3. Matters Arising:

Leaflet: 

Still in design stage.  We should still be able to get money from SRG to fund the project.  It was also discussed if we could produce enough copies to send one to every MP’s Office with an eye on political funding of archives and perhaps coinciding with the HoC exhibition between LHASC, CPA & LSE.  

JM to finish content and circulate for comment.  

SD to talk to SRG Treasurer regarding money

House of Commons Exhibition:

Exhibition on the theme of seminal elections 1906, 1945 and 1979.  JR, SD and JM are to meet Dr Seaward at the House of Commons on October 26 to discuss further, date as yet undecided but will probably be the second half of 2008.  An online exhibition will be produced along side the HoC exhibition.

4. Website:

JR to pass her comments regarding the current website to JM for alteration.  JR also asked MC to pass her contact details to JM for inclusion on the site.  

Ideas:

· Look to add a hits counter if one not there already to find out who we are attracting and where they are based to inform website development.

· Events page to advertise institution events and PPPAG events

A pdf version of the leaflet 

· Online documents

SD to check there is a link from the SoA website to PPPAG and if it is working.  Also to check if there one from the Liberal History Group site.

All to check if institution web pages has link to PPPAG site if not please create

Look to generate wider knowledge of the site ie links to and from relevant projects and institutions such as Epop and ICA.  SD to contact Epop and SE to contact ICA.  

SD also reported on the success of linking from relevant wikipedia entries to the LSE catalogues.  30-40 % of enquiries from researchers have come via wikipedia.  Suggested that we link PPPAG website to relevant wikipedia entries.

5. FOI & DP   

A general discussion was held regarding the ongoing impact of FOI and DP at each repository.  In general enquiries are steady and dealt with within the allotted time.    

LSE: As yet FOI has not been used to open any closed files.

PA: Requests to open material leads to the records being referred back to individual departments. 

PRONI: Records for historical information has been maintained at an average of 25 per month (this is for all requests including departmental records etc).  The Ulster Unionist collections access arrangements have changed to allow access with a 50yr closure

NLS: Are reviewing all depositor agreements to make collections as accessible as possible. MC looking at SNP access arrangements.

LHASC: The situation continues very much as before.

6. Reports from Repositories

PRONI (SS):

New Accessions
D1327 – Additional papers of the Ulster Unionist Council, comprising principle Headquarters policy and Party Secretaries records c.1982-1997. Also of interest are speeches of MPs Willie Ross, Martin Smyth and Ken Maginnis, and papers relating to David Trimble in the United States.  More importantly the access terms for the collection have been significantly altered.  Previously permission had to be sought from the Ulster Unionist Council.  From now on a 50 year closure has been agreed.

D2661 – Additional papers relating to the Irish Association for Cultural, Economic and Social Relations including correspondence, newspaper cuttings, accounts, financial statements, minutes and conference papers 1978-2000

D4404 – Papers of the Democratic Dialogue and New Agenda including minutes, correspondence, press cuttings etc 1995-2—4.

D4406 – Minute book of the Belfast Central Labour Party, later the Belfast Municipal Labour Party an affiliate of the Northern Ireland Labour Party 1958-1971

New Accommodation:
The site for the new PRONI has been announced.  It will be in the Titanic Quarter of Belfast, a former shipbuilding part of the city which is being rejuvenated.  The new PRONI will be part of a wider redevelopment which will include restaurants, bars and an exhibition centre.  Time scale for the project puts the move of the PRONI to its new home in 2010.

Electronic Catalogue for Northern Ireland (eCATNI)

Slippage has taken place as a consequence of shortage of IT staffing resources.  However the target date of March 2008 remains on course.

PRONI Website:

The lauch of the new website is anticipated in December 2007.  It will include a section on political records held by PRONI, arranged according to political persuasion eg records relating to nationalists parties, unionist parties, socialist parties etc.

Society of Archivist Conference
The 2007 conference was held at Queens University, Belfast and the Waterfront Hall at the end of August.  The theme of the conference was entitled Differing Directions, Challenging Communities and comprised strands on archives, records management and conservation.  Amongst others, highlights included talks by Nick Barrett on family history, Dan McCall on Belfast murals and various talks relating to archives in the community eg ethnic, gay, architecture.  The conference was opened by Edwin Poots Minister for the Department of Culture, Arts and Leisure, and the new PRONI accommodation was specifically highlighted.

LHASC (JR):

HLF One Site Project:

The project will see the Pump House site on Bridge Street, Manchester renovated and expanded to consolidate all services on one site incorporating new galleries and education spaces.  Also the archive will move from its current location at 103 Princess Street to the Pump House to a new searchroom and storage configured to BS5454 standard.  
HLF Stage two submission was made at the end of April and a decision was expected on the 21 September.  This date has now been pushed back and we hope to hear on the 23 November.  We have also received 2mill from the North West Development Agency and £60,000 from DCMS Wolfson for the capital project.

In the mean time the galleries situated at the Pump House closed on the 7 October after a successful weekend of closure events.  Since that time all staff have been busy emptying the museum building.  All staff are currently situated at 103 Princess Street.  

A temporary gallery will be opened at the end of January 2008 in the 1830s warehouse at the Museum of Science and Industry in Manchester and although no artefacts or objects will be on display favourites like the co-op shop will be open and it will also be a base for our on going education work.

During the 2008 the archive searchroom will stay open at 103 Princess Street for researchers.  During 2009 the searchroom will close for a time to facilitate the transfer of the archival material from 103 Princess Street to the new building.  With increased pressure on space it is increasingly important that researchers book in advance.    

Opening Times: 

As of the 29 October the Labour History Archive and Study Centre will revert back to five day opening with the Archive being open to researchers Monday to Friday 10 to 5pm.

From Kitchen Table to Conference Table:

Archive Awareness Month 2007 is an opportunity to showcase collections on the theme of Freedom and Liberty.  The National Co-operative Archive, the Working Class Movement Library and the Labour History Archive and Study Centre and the Bishopsgate Institute have come together to produce an exhibition because of their complementary collections on women, labour and the left.  The online exhibition follows the progress of women, through their politicisation, from the private to the public sphere, using a time line and case studies.  The case studies show the growing influence of women within society and how their role changed, with the timeline putting these events into context.  Case studies include: Margaret Llewelyn Davies and the Women’s Co-operative Guild; Annie Kenney; Women, the vote and Labour; Association of Women Clerks and Secretaries; Women and Work; and the role of Women in the 1984-5 Miners’ Strike.  Each case study highlights items from the contributing repositories’ collections, and images from their archives illustrate and expand the stories. The website goes live on 1 November 2007 at www.politicalwomen.org.uk 

Communist Party of Great Britain Archive Microfilming Project:

The Labour History Archive and Study Centre (LHASC) in conjunction with the Communist Party Archive Trust and Microform Academic Publishers are undertaking a project to microfilm the Communist Party of Great Britain Archives.  This is part of the ongoing preservation and widening access to collections undertaken by LHASC.  As part of this process sections of the CPGB archive collection will be unavailable for researchers while being microfilmed.  The majority of this work will take place from the 1 December 2007 and it is hoped that the project will be finished in approximately six months.  However in order to be able to provide a more accurate timetable of the process a sample batch will be sent for microfilming.  The following material will be unavailable for researchers beginning the week commencing 5 November for at least 2 weeks: CP/CENT/EC, CP/CENT/PC and CP/CENT/COMM.  It is hoped that we will be able to ensure a quick turn around time and apologise for any inconvenience caused to researchers during this project.  Any researchers wishing to use the CPGB archive are advised to check the website www.phm.org.uk for regular updates and more detailed timetables and to contact archive staff if arranging a visit.

LSE (SD):

Accessions

Tory Reform Group Collection

Cataloguing

A new catalogue for the papers of Merlyn Merlyn-Rees, Labour politician, has been completed and is now available via our online catalogue. Most of the collection relates to his work as Secretary of State for Northern Ireland in the 1970s.

Work is almost complete on the catalogue for the papers of the Society of Labour Lawyers, and this should be available online next month.

Work has begun on the papers of Andrew Faulds, Labour MP and actor, as part of our 3 year Foyle Foundation funded project to catalogue and promote our modern political history collections

Cataloguing of the David Steel Papers has been completed

Pamphlet Collection

At the start of this month we took over responsibility for the LSE Library’s large collection of historic pamphlets (c90,000 items). The collection includes many rare and significant publications dealing with politics in its broadest sense. LSE is currently part on CURL 19th Century Pamphlets Online, a JISC funded project includes Manchester, Bristol, Durham, UCL, Liverpool and Newcastle along with Southampton University and JSTOR. Digitise c30k pamphlets 6k coming from LSE – aim is to include pamphlets covering the great parliamentary debates of the 19th century.  
Digitisation

Catalogues and digital images of 132 political posters from 4 collections are now available online via our Archives Catalogue:

· Political posters from the early 1900s (Coll Misc 0519)

· London County Council Election 1907 (Coll Misc 0840)

· Soviet political posters collected by the 1920 Labour Delegation to Russia (Coll Misc 0660)

· Soviet posters dating from the 1930s promoting good child care (Coll Misc 0719)

There will be an online exhibition and an exhibition in Library showcasing this material.

We are currently digitising from microfilm some early minute books of both the Fabian Society and the Independent Labour Party, and these will be made available shortly via our online catalogue. We are also working on raising funds to digitise c500 Fabian Tracts dating from 1884-1980s for publication online

Outreach

Torrington 58 – Liberal revival and survival. June 2008 we will be running a seminar in conjunction with the Liberal Democrat History Group and Richard Scurrah Wainwright Trust. Aim to bring together academics and activists to consider the Liberal Party in the period 1945-1979. A call for papers has just gone out.

Other News

At the beginning of 2008, building work will be taking place to extend our strongroom space. This work is unlikely to affect our reading room services, but it is possible that access to some collections may be restricted. Further details will be posted on our website as soon as we have more information.

Chris Cook commissioned to write a guide to European Archives which will focus primarily on Western Europe 1945 onwards.  Due for publication 2010.

Parliamentary Archives (SE):

In general the Archives' work was being shaped by the digital challenge

for Parliament, which meant that work was increasingly dependent on

collaboration with key stakeholders.  Traditional responsibility for

preserving and providing access to analogue records was being joined

with the need to determine solutions for doing the same in a digital

environment against a background of increased take up of services within

Parliament and by the public.    

EDRM Project

The Archives was continuing to participate in the Parliament-wide Electronic Document and Records Management project, which had been upgraded to a programme with various sub projects.  The proof of concept was being tested in the Commons Justice Select Committee and the Archives was concerned to be able preserve any digital records created.  The Archives was leading work with key stakeholders in the Libraries and Parliamentary ICT on scoping a strategy for digital preservation.  A tender had recently been let for consultancy to assist in an options appraisal for a digital preservation solution.

Digitisation

Work was continuing on developing a strategy for the digitisation of originals to support preservation and access.  A digital camera facility had been installed and the Archives' intended to run pilots in order to establish a suitable methodology.  Ultimately the aim was to increase capacity to enable the Archives to collaborate with partners in large scale digitisation projects. 

Cataloguing

The Archives would complete its two-year project for cataloguing previously uncatalogued holdings in March 2008. 

Exhibitions

In the summer the Archives had supported a major exhibition in Westminster Hall to mark the 200th anniversary of the Parliamentary Abolition of the Slave Trade and had developed an interactive website about the slave trade.  An exhibition had been staged in the Royal Gallery of the House of Lords to mark the 300th anniversary of the Act of Union with Scotland in collaboration with the Scottish Parliament, and the National Archives of Scotland.  The exhibition transferred to the Scottish Parliament in September and would close there in November. Work had started on planning an exhibition in the House of Lords to mark the 50th anniversary of the Life Peerages Act 1958 and the introduction of women into the House.  There would be a complementary website.  Ideas were being developed for "Connecting with Communities", a project that would deliver web resources between 2008/9 and 2011/12 drawing on archival material relating to particular localities.

NLS (MC):

New accessions:
There have been a few new accessions over the last few months

Acc. 12777
Trevor Clark (Colonial officer) Papers

Acc. 12802
Spanish Civil War (books containing manuscript signatures of British brigadists and other political personalities, including members of the first Labour cabinet after WWII)

Acc. 12811
Arthur Wallace Donaldson, SNP politician, collection of slides of his political campaigning throughout Scotland in the 1950s and 1960s.

Acc. 12815
Scottish Reform Club. Papers and correspondence, 1924-1952

Acc. 12820
Letters of Jo Grimmond to Sir Alan Peacock on political matters, 1961-1991.

Scottish Socialist Party archive. The party had agreed to donate their historical records to NLS in spring. They were ready to transfer them in the summer, but there has been silence since then despite several attempts to contact them. From information published in the Scottish press, the delay appears to have been motivated by police investigation of some minutes and party papers re: Tommy Sheridan’s v News of the World case.

Cataloguing and Listing:
The new cataloguing system is still being developed. It will be probably launched sometime early next year, although this is not confirmed yet.

SNP papers listed and the listing of the Cochrane papers is almost finished.

Education and Outreach Activities:
In early September NLS held some sessions of the 58th International Commission for the History of Representative and Parliamentary Institutions (ICHRPI). The papers presented at NLS covered mainly Scottish parliamentary history and a wide range of topics connected with the events leading up to the 1707 Act of Union between Scotland and England. A display of manuscripts relating to parliamentary history accompanied the conference sessions.

Scotland and Slavery: The Evidence (1 day workshop at NLS on Tuesday 13th November). Manuscripts will contribute a display, a guide to sources on slavery at the NLS and a subject list.

Developing two workshops for secondary schools on Women’s Suffrage and Trade Union Movements. The idea is to get a teacher involved in order to develop education resources based on the collections.

Flooding at NLS:
On September 9th the National Library suffered severe flooding as a result of a burst pipe. The main building had been closed for two weeks to carry out work on the new Visitor’s Centre. A pipe was knocked accidentally and water came through five levels, including the Manuscripts and Rare Books strong rooms. Luckily the damage was minimal. Some photographs belonging to the Cochrane papers became affected by the water. Also, 26 boxes of the National Union of Miners papers were affected. The material was left to dry and is now being stored in new acid-free boxes.

7. Any other business

ICA:

SE reported that the ICA Section of Archives and Archivists of

Parliaments and Political Parties was to have its annual meeting and

conference in Corfu from 1-3 November 2007.  Subsequent to the meeting

SE confirmed that the theme of the conference, which was "Parliamentary,

party, and politicians' archives and their neighbouring institutions".

There would be sessions on:  (1) Political, cultural, and educational

responsibilities of archives, libraries, and documentation centres; (2)

Training requirements for archivists, librarians, and documentalists;

(3) Organisational issues: how to give form to co-operation between

archives on the one hand, and libraries and documentation centres on the

other.

Regional Assemblies:

SD brought up the matter of contact with regional assemblies and their representation within the group.  It was decided to approach the appropriate person in charge of record keeping at each regional assembly and invite them along to the April meeting and make them aware of the group and the website etc.  Can each archivist with a regional assembly in their area endeavour to find out who is responsible for RM within the assembly and pass their details to JR who will then contact them.

A2A:

SD reported that it had just been announced that the online database project A2A will as of next March no longer be an ongoing project. Institution will be able to make corrections or amendments to existing catalogues on the system but there will be no new material added to the site.  The site will be moved onto a similar platform as the TNA website and will be maintained there.  

For institutions where this is the main point of access for their electronic catalogues this will have a major impact especially if in the future the site is withdrawn.  

A discussion was held as to whether it was appropriate to send a letter from PPPAG making clear our views.  SE & SD were to find out additional information and if it was felt appropriate a letter is to be drafted and circulated electronically to the group.    

8. Date and venue of next meeting:
17 April 2008, 2pm at the Parliamentary Archives

