Joint LES/MPS Committee on Library Policy in the Sciences

PLANT SCIENCES LIBRARY SUB-COMMITTEE

MINUTES of the meeting on Mon 26 November 2001  
Present: Prof. Hugh Dickinson (chair), Dr Linda Birch, Dr Malcolm Campbell, Dr Stephen Harris, Mr Roger Mills (secretary), Dr Judith Palmer, Ms Jane Bryden, Ms Susie Corley, Ms Jodi Swidzinski. In attendance: Miss Ann Stedman.
1. Welcome and introductions: New members Dr Linda Birch, representing the Zoology library, and Ms Jane Bryden, representing MSc’s, were welcomed to the Committee. Apologies for absence: Ms Alex Lord
2. Minutes of the meeting on 21 May 2001 were approved.
3. Matters arising

Hooke Library Survey: Dr Palmer would circulate a summary of the report [attached to these minutes]. Findings were that changes in loan periods or numbers of items borrowed were not sought, but there was interest in longer opening hours and an electronic short loan collection – providing single-user access to electronic textbooks. The latter was under investigation.
4. Librarian’s report was received. 
Dr Palmer explained that the new Committee on Library Policy in the Sciences was inviting each science department to review its library provision and had requested feedback from this committee on the advantages and disadvantages of integration into OULS, as perceived by library users in the Plant Sciences Library, so far the only integrated science departmental library. This would help other departments to make informed judgements.


The improvements in printing facilities were welcomed, as was the programme of staff exchanges with Zoology.

‘Expressions of interest’ for the first call for bids to the Oxford Digital Library Development Fund had been prepared for the Flora Graeca 2000 and Oxford Digital Library for Forestry projects, for a demonstrator project in both instances. All images produced would form part of the Oxford Digital Library; any subsequent commercial use would be the subject of further discussion.

No decisions had yet been made on the content of the proposed Shirley Sherwood Collection scheduled for 2005; for this and the proposed exhibition in Athens, permission of the Curators of the University Libraries, and, for items from the Sibthorpian Library, the Sibthorpian Professor would be sought in due course.


The two plates from the Flora Graeca reproduced by the Wildlife Trust on greetings cards and notebooks were produced as part of a project with the Bodleian Library; a larger series on botanical art may be proposed if sales of the initial trial warrant.

The preponderance of forestry books in the new books listings reflected the larger proportion of donated material in that subject area. Suggestions for library stock were welcome from all users; requesters were always notified if requests are not approved for purchase; if approved, notification was generally sent to requesters only when items were fully catalogued, but progress reports could be given on request by e-mailing Roger Mills. The cataloguing backlog which accrued last year had not yet been fully eliminated, but items could be ‘fast-tracked’ on request.
5. Review of integration : gathering information for Plant Sciences case study

The following points were made by constituency representatives:

a. MSc: MSc students tended to use only the Plant Sciences Library, so online access to journals not held here was particularly important. Evening and weekend access to Zoology and Geography would be welcomed, though security considerations meant this was unlikely to be implemented. 
b. Postgraduate: Library staff were very helpful. Students preferred to work in Plant Sciences rather than the RSL, partly because RSL photocopy charges were higher [8p v. 5p p. page]. Although electronic journals were very useful, hard copy was essential too for browsing. If fewer titles were held in Plant Sciences, students would tend to read less widely. It was noted that an effect of the e-journal revolution was that students were well informed on current topics but naïve about older literature.

c. CRS: Report to follow
d. Staff: Maintenance of archival runs was essential. Students must be encouraged to include references to material prior to 1980. The stability of electronic subscriptions was a cause for concern; it was important to know what would be available long-term. Staff tended to take out personal subscriptions and keep their own back runs of key journals in case library copies were not maintained. Keeping a good display of current journals was essential; scanning them was by far the most efficient way of keeping up-to-date, for many staff. The cut-off date for open access back files, currently 1939, was not critical and could be more recent in most subject areas, other than systematics.

e. Taxonomy: Taxonomists tended to prefer hard copy, particularly for illustrated works, and access to complete runs of journals was often essential. That said, the recent acquition of the JSTOR Botany and Ecology collection had been warmly welcomed, as it contained several major titles of taxonomic interest. Open access was desirable for quick reference; often only a single line, to confirm an authority, for example, was all that was needed. Delivery to the Department of items held in the Bodleian or RSL stacks or at Nuneham would be very welcome. 
f. All respondents agreed that the transfer from the Department to OULS had been seamless and no-one had encountered any problems.

g. Any further comments, and those from the JCC and other groups contacted by e-mail, should be sent to Roger Mills by 10 December for collation. The report sent to COLPS would include also comments on administrative matters from the library staff’s viewpoint.

h. In further discussion on electronic journals, members were encouraged to notify Frances Boyle, Electronic Resources Co-ordinator (frances.boyle@ulib.ox.ac.uk) of any problems encountered, e.g. where full-text was not accessible when offered, or titles known to be accessible where not included on TDNet.

6. Modifications in borrowing regulations

Following the findings of the Hooke Library survey, and in collaboration with Zoology, the following changes to borrowing regulations had been instituted from the beginning of Michaelmas Term:

a. Total number of items on loan at any one time: changed form 8 to 10

b. Total number of renewals permitted: changed form 1 to 5

(as before, renewal of periodicals (overnight loan) not permitted)

c. Vacation loans: items issued to undergraduates and MSc course students from Mon 7th Week now due on Monday of 1st Week in the following term (applies to Christmas and Easter vacations only; lending for the whole of the Long Vacation only permitted on written request from tutor/supervisor (as before)
This unifies regulations with Zoology. No problems had been encountered to date; members were encouraged to report any difficulties they heard of.

7. Information Skills teaching

An extended programme of information skills training sessions had been organised this year in conjunction with Zoology, RSL, Hooke Library and the Learning Technologies Group (OUCS). Some 35 mostly hands-on sessions were being offered on a variety of information tools; all had been specifically requested by course organisers. In the case of undergraduates, sessions were being offered within slots in the Data Handling course formerly used for general IT instruction. Feedback to date had been very positive though many students asked for the instruction to be given in 1st week; this would be done in 2002 if timetabling difficulties could be resolved.
This programme is part of a sector-wide initiative to develop an integrated suite of courses which could be delivered on demand and tailored to specific audiences, to encourage better use of university-funded datasets and more effective feedback on the usefulness of specific services. Members were encouraged to suggest topics they would like to see covered in this programme, which would be continuously developed.
8. Re-ordering of Books Reading Room, Long Vacation 2002
The transfer agreement allows for the return of Room N216 (Bulletins Room) to the Department by 1 October 2002. The Chairman confirmed that this remains a departmental priority. As this room is the most densely shelved in the library, its evacuation requires substantial re-ordering of the Books Reading Room, in which most of the reading tables will be removed to allow for additional shelving. The option of a rolling stack had been ruled out by the University Surveyor’s Office, as it would require substantial strengthening of the building at basement level to support the additional weight. As part of the re-ordering, additional network points will be installed at the window seats (which will remain) to allow connection of personal laptops, and additional public terminals will be installed in the front part of the reading room to meet growing demand. Although disruption for most of the Long Vacation is inevitable, access to all materials should be possible throughout.
9. AOB The RSL had completed a usage survey based on current photocopying, to assist in decisions on journal subscriptions and the disposition of stock by analysing usage of open-shelf journals. A summary report would be circulated [attached].
10. Date of next meeting 18 February 2002 [subsequently amended to 21 Feb 2002 at 1400].
